QUEEN KATHERINE, CORDELIA
It may safely be asserted that Miss Terry's reading of the part differed widely from that of any of her predecessors. Queen Katherine, as interpreted by Miss Terry, was first of all a woman infinitely tender, infinitely lovable. It is open to doubt whether Miss Terry did not go further in this direction than the author or authors of the play intended, whether she was not a trifle too winning, too graceful, too obviously attractive. She certainly gave no hint of the matron of twenty years' standing, but on the other hand was the lily that "was mistress of the field and flourished." In the trial scene Miss Terry gave a representation of dignity and of fiery scorn which must have surprised those critics who are inclined to admit that she is a great actress only within narrow limits. She bore herself throughout as a queen, and the proud daughter of a Spanish king, and when she swept out of the presence of her royal husband and the enthroned cardinals with the words: 227